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RUTH  KESLER  BECKOM 
1912  -  1987 

Without  whose  devotion  to  her  Church,  much 
of  this  history  would  not  have  been  possible. 

A.W.J. 


AN  HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF 

ST.  PAUL'S  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

Salisbury,  North  Carolina 


No  one  could  possibly  write  an  historical  sketch  of  St. 
Paul's,  Salisbury,  without  first  writing  of  the  Founder  of  the 
Mission,  The  Reverend  Francis  Johnstone  Murdoch.  Certainly 
Dr.  Murdoch  was  one  of  the  most  vital  and  fascinating  figures 
in  the  Episcopal  Church  in  North  Carolina  in  the  19th  and  20th 
centuries.  His  evangelical  fervour  and  enthusiasm  knew  no 
bounds  and  though  I  am  sure  he  was  offered  many  positions 
and  honours  in  other  places,  it  is  to  his  great  credit  that  he 
remained  in  Salisbury  and  Rowan  County  for  his  lifetime. 

Mrs  Hope  Chamberlain  in  her  reminiscences,  "This  Was 
Home"  (1972)  writes:  "There  were  two  sorts  of  mild  bigotry 
rife  in  Salisbury:  that  of  the  Puritans,  and  that  of  the  pre- 
determined never  to  allow  themselves  to  be  so  classed.  A  new 
Episcopal  Rector  had  come  in  about  this  time,  one  who  was  to 
give  good  account  of  himself  in  the  town,  but  very  zealous  at 
first  with  youthful  fervour,  which  was  going  to  turn  everything 
over  at  once  ...  he  was  an  Anglican  in  his  devotion  to  ritual, 
and  a  man  of  genuine  piety.  He  tightened  up  the  slackness 
which  had  long  been  allowed  in  his  Parish  .  .  . 

"I'm  afraid  the  'Dissenters'  laughed  derisively  at  first,  and 
then  became  annoyed  over  the  things  he  thought  important, 
for  the  Reverend  Frank  Murdoch  was  as  Scottish  as  his  name, 
and  brought  a  truly  John-Knoxian  fervour  to  his  Anglican 
devotions." 

FRANCIS  JOHNSTONE  MURDOCH,  Priest* 

Francis  Johnstone  Murdoch  was  born  in  Asheville,  North 
Carolina,  on  March  17,  1846,  the  child  of  William  and  Margaret 
Nixon  Murdoch,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
although  they  were  of  Scottish  descent.  They  had  moved  from 
Pennsylvania  to  North  Carolina.  William  Murdoch  was  a 
i  farmer  and  a  dealer  in  livestock  and  was  said  to  have  been  the 
:     first  man  to  import  fine  cattle  to  the  United  States. 

^     *From  "Small  Episcopal  Churches",  by  David  N.  Joslin,  1984 
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Francis  Murdoch  attended  Colonel  Stephen  Lee's  School  in 
Asheville,  and  later  the  South  Carolina  Military  Academy, 
now  The  Citadel,  in  Charleston.  He  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
Army  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  returned  safely  to  South 
Carolina  after  the  War.  In  1868  he  was  ordained  Deacon  at  St. 
Luke's  Episcopal  Church  in  Salisbury  by  Bishop  Thomas 
Atkinson  and  was  assigned  mission  work  in  the  Western  part 
of  North  Carolina.  In  1870,  he  was  ordained  Priest  and  two 
years  later  he  returned  to  Salisbury  to  serve  as  Priest  at  St. 
Luke's. 

Father  Murdoch  came  to  St.  Luke's  as  a  young  and  spirited 
missionary,  prepared  to  improve  the  congregation  which  had 
little  money  and  was  only  slowly  beginning  to  recover  from 
the  difficult  Reconstruction  Period.  He  surely  brought  new  life 
and  progress  to  St.  Luke's.  During  the  first  five  years  of  his 
ministry  the  congregation  more  than  doubled.  He  possessed 
all  the  necessary  qualities  to  be  a  zealous  missionary.  He  was 
a  brilliant  scholar  and  had  great  interest  in  the  classics  as  well 
as  mathematics  and  architecture.  In  recognition  of  his  schol- 
arly abilities  he  was  awarded  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
by  the  University  of  The  South  at  Sewanee,  Tennessee  in  1890. 
He  was  a  very  capable  theologian  and  was  devoted  to  the 
historic  Christian  duty  of  expanding  the  Church  and  spreading 
the  Gospel. 

Fr.  Murdoch  was  an  exciting  and  powerful  preacher,  yet  it 
was  the  sermons  of  another  preacher  in  Salisbury  that  brought 
about  a  great  deal  of  his  missionary  work  in  the  true  expansion 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Rowan  County.  The  Reverend  R.  G. 
Pearson,  a  visiting  Presbyterian  evangelist,  held  a  revival  in 
an  old  tobacco  warehouse  at  the  corner  of  Fisher  and  Church 
Streets;  in  one  of  his  sermons  Pearson  claimed  that  the  poor 
people  of  Salisbury  and  vicinity  should  not  be  helped  by  gifts, 
but  by  the  chance  of  making  an  honest  living.  He  urged  the 
building  of  a  cotton  factory  to  create  jobs.  (The  old  cotton  mill 
which  was  later  converted  into  a  Confederate  Prison  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1865.)  Pearson's  appeal  was  so  strong  that 
a  large  crowd  gathered  the  next  day  at  the  warehouse  and 
called  on  Father  Murdoch  to  act  as  their  chairman.  Murdoch 
made  a  strong  and  earnest  speech  in  which  he  pointed  out  that 
it  had  become  a  necessity  to  build  a  cotton  mill  in  Salisbury  to 
help  all  the  poor  families.  Several  prominent  citizens  con- 
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tributed  to  the  building  of  the  Salisbury  Cotton  Mills.  Father 
Murdoch  helped  organize  the  factory,  was  a  major  stock- 
holder in  the  mill  and  later  served  as  its  secretary-treasurer. 
He  was  also  a  stock-holder  in  the  Kesler  Manufacturing 
Company  and  served  as  president  and  was  a  stock-holder  in 
the  Yadkin  Finishing  Company  which  was  built  so  that  damask 
mill  operators  in  the  area  would  not  have  to  send  goods  to 
Northern  finishing  companies.  Fr.  Murdoch  also  organized  the 
first  Building  and  Loan  Office  in  Salisbury  and  was  instrumen- 
tal in  bringing  the  first  electric  power  to  the  area. 

Fr.  Murdoch's  business  interest  often  came  under  criticism. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Vestry  of  St.  Luke's,  he  was  asked  either 
to  end  his  business  interests  or  resign  as  Rector.  In  response 
he  firmly  replied,  "Gentlemen,  if  I  end  my  business  interests 
in  this  town,  you'll  all  go  poor,  and  if  I  resign  as  Rector  of  this 
Parish  you'll  all  go  to  hell.  Therefore,  I  choose  neither  —  next 
order  of  business." 

It  seems  quite  clear  that  Fr.  Murdoch's  business  interests 
grew  out  of  his  unselfish  desire  and  efforts  to  help  others.  His 
keeness  and  vision  for  business  was  an  important  factor  in  the 
establishment  of  mission  churches  near  each  mill  to  promote 
the  spiritual  needs  of  the  people  working  in  the  mills. 

However,  it  must  be  noted  that  it  was  a  characteristic  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  to  expand  by  means  of  small  missions 
during  this  period.  This  was  likely  due,  in  part,  to  the  vastness 
of  the  countryside  and  lack  of  good  roads  and  adequate 
transportation.  Before  the  division  of  the  Diocese  of  North 
Carolina  in  1894,  there  were  123  parishes  and  missions  and  only 
6.323  communicants  —  so  reported  the  Reverend  Carl 
Herman,  Secretary  of  The  Convention,  in  a  speech  before  the 
Episcopal  Church  Women  of  the  Southwest  Convocation  in 
November  of  1983.  Thus  we  note  that  there  were  three  major 
factors  contributing  to  the  building  of  twelve  mission  churches 
in  the  Salisbury  area.  First,  Fr.  Murdoch,  a  man  of  determina- 
tion, faith  and  work;  secondly  the  need  to  establish  employ- 
ment for  the  poor;  and  thirdly,  the  nature  of  growth  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  this  period.  Under  Fr.  Murdoch's  vigor- 
ous policy  of  expansion,  twelve  mission  churches  were  estab- 
lished: St. Mary's,  China  Grove;  St.  Andrew's,  St.  Stephen's, 
St.  George's,  St.  Phillip's,  St.  Mark's,  St.  Jude's,  St.  John's,  St. 
Peter's  and  St.   Cuthbert's.   In  addition,   Fr.   Murdoch  was 
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instrumental  in  founding  the  Church  of  The  Good  Shepherd, 
Cooleemee,  and  the  growth  of  Christ  Church,  Cleveland  and 
All  Saints',  Concord.  Of  the  twelve  mission  churches  only  two 
remain  active  at  the  present  time  —  St.  Paul's  and  St. 
Matthew's  —  the  latter  on  the  Statesville  Highway  in  Rowan 
County. 

In  1894,  Francis  Murdoch  married  Eliza  Marsh,  and  more 
than  sixty  years  of  her  life  were  devoted  to  the  Church,  as 
organist,  choir  member  and  Sunday  School  teacher.  Her 
continued  interest  in  and  support  of  the  mission  churches 
established  through  her  husband's  efforts  did  much  to  prolong 
the  effectiveness  of  his  work. 

Fr.  Murdoch  died  on  June  21,  1909,  and  is  buried  in  Chestnut 
Hill  Cemetery,  near  this  mission  church  of  St.  Paul,  which  he 
founded. 

SAINT  PAUL'S  CHURCH,  CHESTNUT  HILL 

This  was  the  title  by  which  this  church  was  consecrated  by 
Bishop  Cheshire  "in  accordance  with  a  Petition  presented  to 
us  on  behalf  of  the  Priest  in  Charge  and  the  Wardens  and 
Vestry  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Chestnut  Hill,  in  the  City  of 
Salisbury,  in  said  Diocese  (of  North  Carolina)  have  this 
twenty-eighth  day  of  October,  being  the  Feast  of  Ss.  Simon  and 
Jude,  Apostles  and  Martyrs,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twelve,  in  the  presence  of  diverse  of 
the  Clergy  and  of  a  public  congregation,  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  branch  of  CHRIST'S  CATHOLIC  AND 
APOSTOLIC  CHURCH  here  on  earth  and  legally  designated  as 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America  and  in  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina,  consecrated 
and  set  apart  SAINT  PAUL'S  CHURCH,  Chestnut  Hill. 

"In  witness  of  all  which  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our 
name  and  affixed  our  seal,  the  day  and  year  above  mentioned, 
and  in  the  year  of  our  Consecration  the  twentieth. 

(Signed)  Jos.  Blount  Cheshire, 

Bishop  of  North  Carolina 

But  this  is  getting  ahead  of  our  story!  St.  Paul's  was  actually 
established  as  a  mission  in  1887.  The  original  wood  frame 
structure  was  located  on  the  corner  of  Hill  and  Railroad 
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Streets  in  a  lot  now  occupied  by  a  mill  workers  union.  Deeds  to 
that  land  date  from  1894.  Since  deeds  indicate  a  later  date  than 
the  date  established,  the  mission  must  have  met  elsewhere 
prior  to  1894  —  which  practice  was  not  unusual  during  this  time. 
The  deed  dated  February  14,  1894  reveals  that  the  land  was 
purchased  in  order  that  an  Episcopal  Church  might  be  built  as 
a  memorial  to  Robert  and  Rollo  Murdoch,  deceased  brothers 
of  Fr.  Murdoch.  The  church  was  to  be  named  "St.  Paul's" 
because  of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  London  —  the  Mother  Church 
from  which  the  Church  in  North  Carolina  sprang,  and  because 
Dr.  Theophilus  Draige,  first  Rector  of  St.  Luke's,  Salisbury, 
was  sent  here  by  the  Bishop  of  London  whose  Cathedral  was 
St.  Paul's.  As  an  interesting  note  the  deed  states  that  the 
Church  property  shall  never  be  sold  without  the  consent  of  the 
Vestry  of  St.  Paul's  and  its  Rector  or  Priest-in-charge.  A  fire 
in  1897  destroyed  this  building  and  the  Church  was  rebuilt  in  its 
present  location  in  1898. 

Here  it  should  be  noted,  that  Fr.  Murdoch  in  1891,  bought 
several  lots  from  the  estate  of  Samuel  R.  Harrison,  including 
a  fine  mansion  house  for  use  as  a  school.  The  property  was 
valued  at  $6000.  Only  half  of  that  amount  had  been  paid  leaving 
and  encumbrance  of  $3000.  There  were  nearly  thirty  pupils 
during  the  first  year  of  operation.  Joseph  M.  Mill  was  the  sole 
teacher.  He  trained  Dr.  Archibald  Henderson  at  the  Episcopal 
School  for  Boys  -  Salisbury,  as  the  school  was  called.  In  1896  to 
help  solve  some  of  the  financial  problems,  the  school  property 
was  transferred  to  the  Diocese.  Shortly  after  this,  $800  from 
the  Piedmont  Episcopal  Fund  was  applied  to  the  school's  debt 
as  was  $1000  from  other  sources.  It  operated  only  as  a  Day 
School  at  this  point.  The  Convention  of  1897  accepted  the  title 
of  the  property  and  considered  selling  off  part  of  it  to  reduce 
the  debt.  One  lot  was  set  apart  in  1898  for  use  of  a  new  Church 
for  St.  Paul's  Parish  since  the  older  church  had  burned  the 
previous  year.  In  1889  the  school  was  closed.  At  the  Convention 
of  the  Diocese  in  1900  Fr.  Murdoch  stated  that  the  trustees 
deemed  it  best  not  to  re-open  the  school  in  September  and  the 
building  was  to  be  rented  out.  The  trustees  were  appointed 
continuously  until  Fr.  Murdoch's  death  in  1909. 

The  cornerstone  of  the  "new"  Church  reads:  "St.  Paul's 
Church  1889-98".  Our  assumption  might  well  be  that  Fr. 
Murdoch  planned  to  move  the  mission  church  to  this  site  when 
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it  attained  a  larger  membership  —  and  tie  it  in  with  his  School 
for  Boys. 

Fr.  Murdoch  served  this  mission  church  for  nine  years, 
1887-1896.  Later  some  of  the  young  men  he  had  trained  worked 
in  St.  Paul's  as  Deacon  or  Priest-in-charge.  Among  Fr. 
Murdoch's  greatest  works  was  the  education  of  young  men  to 
the  Episcopal  ministry.  He  spared  neither  his  own  time,  his 
vast  knowledge  nor  his  means  to  pave  the  way  for  young  men 
into  the  Priesthood.  Out  of  his  means,  his  time,  efforts  and 
training,  he  educated  twelve  young  men  and  had  the  grati- 
fication of  seeing  many  enter  the  Priesthood.  Among  them 
were  Robert  Bruce  Owens,  Simeon  J.  M.  Brown  (Deacon), 
Locke  W.  Blackwelder,  and  Walter  A.  Loflin,  all  of  whom 
served  at  St.  Paul's.  It  was  during  the  time  of  Walter  A.  Loflin 
that  the  Church  was  finally  consecrated  —  apparently  debt- 
free. 

During  the  years  immediately  following  the  death  of  Fr. 
Murdoch  (1909),  the  mission  church  struggled  hard  for  its  very 
existence.  Simeon  J.  M.  Brown  was  Deacon-in-charge  for  ten 
years,  and  Locke  W.  Blackwelder,  Priest-in-charge  for  four 
years,  under  Fr.  Murdoch's  direction. 

The  great  mansion  (later  named  "Murdoch  Hall")  played  a 
large  part  in  the  life  of  St.  Paul's  during  these  years.  Many  of 
the  clergy  and  their  families  lived  in  the  house  —  as  Alice  and 
"Spence"  Bulla  and  their  family  in  later  years.  In  the  1940's, 
the  Hall  was  dedicated  while  Gerhart  C.  Stutzer  was  Priest-in- 
charge.  There  was  a  lovely  little  chapel  and  rooms  for  Sunday 
School,  as  well  as  living  quarters  on  the  second  floor.  (More 
about  this  house  later.) 

It  was  sometime  in  the  late  1920's  or  early  1930  when  John  C. 
Seagle  was  Priest-in-charge,  that  "The  Cotton  Patch"  came 
into  being,  somewhere  between  Mildred  Avenue  and  Lumber 
Avenue,  (on  the  site  of  Goodman  Lumber  Company).  The  men 
of  the  Parish  planted  cotton,  and  the  women  arid  children  did 
the  picking.  The  monies  realized  went  toward  paying  for  the 
new  Parish  Hall,  built  soon  after  this  by  men  of  the  Parish  and 
their  friends.  We  had  some  brick  masons  in  the  community 
and  parish  at  the  time. 

In  the  spring  of  1951,  the  new  Vicarage  on  the  corner  of  West 
Harrison  and  South  Church  Streets  was  built  —  and  a  very  fine 


house  it  is.  Obviously,  the  women  of  the  Parish  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  planning  and  layout  of  the  house.  It  is  of 
brick  construction  and  contains  two  bedrooms,  two  baths,  a 
den,  kitchen  with  breakfast  room,  dining  room  and  lovely 
large  living  room  and  study  (or  library).  The  Reverend 
Alexander  Fraser  was  the  first  Priest-in-charge  to  live  in  the 
house,  as  later  did  Urban  T.  Holmes  (Terry),  Ward  Courtney 
and  Hunt  Comer  and  his  bride. 

The  Reverend  H.  Hunt  Comer,  in  1961,  wrote  an  historical 
sketch  of  St.  Paul's  from  which  this  very  interesting  quote  is 
taken:  "Through  the  years  St.  Paul's  has  ministered  to  the 
spiritual  and  material  needs  of  many  people.  Never  a  large 
church,  it  has  always  been  noted  for  its  friendly  and  informal 
atmosphere  combined  with  the  devotional  richness  and  abid- 
ing faith  in  the  Church  heritage  of  two  thousand  years  charac- 
teristic of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Strangers  who  frequently 
worship  here  have  commented  on  the  beautiful  services  and 
the  sacredness  of  the  atmosphere  of  St.  Paul's." 

The  1950's  were  rich  in  the  life  of  St.  Paul's.  The  Reverend 
John  Paul  Carter,  came  to  us  from  St.  James',  Kannapolis  and 
had  charge  of  St.  Peter's  and  St.  Paul's  through  1951  ...  an 
excellent  beginning  for  the  decade.  Then  came  Alexander 
Fraser,  Martin  Caldwell,  and  Fr.  "Terry"  Holmes,  one  of  the 
truly  great  scholars  and  theologians  of  the  Epsicopal  Church. 
(Our  stations  of  The  Cross  were  given  in  his  memory  in  1981). 

In  1956  a  contract  was  made  to  build  an  addition  to  the 
Church.  This  building,  an  educational  unit  costing  $13,400, 
connected  to  the  Church  by  a  cloister,  houses  the  Parish  office 
and  church  school  classrooms. The  Adult  Class  also  meets 
here.  On  June  3,  1956,  the  Right  Reverend  Edwin  A.  Penick, 
Bishop  of  North  Carolina,  with  the  Rev'd.  Thorn  Blair,  Rector 
of  St.  Luke's,  and  the  Rev'd.  Urban  T.  Holmes,  laid  the 
cornerstone  for  the  educational  building  —  assisted  by  other 
clergy  of  the  area.  According  to  the  record,  placed  within  the 
cornerstone  were:  The  Holy  Bible,  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  The  Hymnal,  The  Dicoesan  Journal,  1955,  a  list  of  The 
Altar  Guild,  a  list  of  the  Communicants  of  St.  Paul's,  a  History 
of  the  Church,  a  list  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Church  School,  a  list 
of  Acolytes,  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  Women's  Auxiliary,  a 
list  of  the  officers  of  "The  Forum",  and  a  copy  of  'today's 
proceedings.' 


—7- 


Serving  on  the  Mission  Committee  (Vestry)  at  this  time 
were:  Frederick  W.  Pinkston,  Senior  Warden;  J.  Franklin 
Waller,  Junior  Warden;  W.  Calvin  Kesler,  Clerk;  James  F. 
Kesler,  Treasurer;  Francis  L.  File,  Marvin  R.  Yost,  and 
Jacob  C.  Kepley.  Presenting  the  Hymnal  was  M.  Loretta 
Bulla;  the  List  of  Acolytes,  Jerry  R.  Winecoff ;  and  the  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  day,  presented  by  Charles  File. 

In  January,  1956,  a  great  and  most  convenient  sacristy 
cabinet  was  made  by  the  Goodman  Lumber  Company  with 
funds  supplied  by  the  Women's  Bible  Class.  This  cabinet  holds 
the  Altar  linens,  and  vestments  and  sacred  vessels  used  in  the 
services  of  the  Church.  Also,  in  1956,  the  lovely  silver  chalice 
and  paten  were  purchased  with  funds  that  were  raised  through 
the  use  of  a  "Talent  Fund."  Inscribed  at  the  base  of  the 
Chalice  are  the  words:  "In  Thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God  for 
the  Clergy  of  St.  Paul's  Church  now  in  Paradise."  The 
remaining  money  in  the  "Talent  Fund"  was  used  to  purchase 
new  lighting  fixtures  for  the  nave  of  the  Church,  and  chairs  for 
the  Sanctuary.  About  the  same  time  new  altar  vases,  a 
credence  table,  light  shelf,  Baptismal  Font  cover,  shelf  and 
cross  were  blessed  and  put  into  use. 

CHESTNUT  HILL  FACING  A  BLEAK  FUTURE 

This  was  the  headline  of  a  full-page  feature  in  the  Salisbury 
Post,  Sunday,  January  17,  1965,  written  by  Helen  Cheney.  The 
main  theme  of  the  article  was  the  Harrison  Mansion  (Murdoch 
Hall),  and  was  obviously  written  as  a  eulogy  for  the  old  house 
which  was  apparently  to  be  torn  down  —  though  no  one  seemed 
to  know  exactly  when. 

This  is  part  of  what  she  wrote:  "A  house  may  stand  for  well 
over  a  century  against  the  eroding  elements  which  have  their 
say  in  the  relentless,  ordained  turning  of  time  .  .  .  Such  a  house 
may  stand  and  cling  to  the  vestiges  of  beauty  which  dis- 
tinguished it  as  a  mansion  in  its  time.  And  such  may  well  be  an 
estimate  of  the  old  house  built  in  1856  by  Samuel  R.  Harrison, 
a  wealthy  furniture  merchant  of  Salisbury,  on  a  large  tract  of 
land  adjoining  Salisbury  just  prior  to  the  Civil  War.  Because  of 
the  great  number  of  Chestnut  trees  on  the  plantation,  he  called 
his  home  'Chestnut  Hill,'  a  name  that  has  since  been  used  for 
that  section  of  the  town.  The  house  now  known  as  Murdoch 
Hall,  located  in  the  900  block  (of  South  Main  Street)  next  to  St. 
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Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  has  come  to  the  moment  of  truth  for 
its  survival,  say  those  who  have  its  fate  in  their  hand.  The 
wrecker's  hammer  is  poised,  awaiting  the  nod  of  the  con- 
demner. 

"The  Reverend  Daniel  W.  McCaskill  of  St.  Paul's  Church 
says,  'this  building  is  causing  us  problems.  There  is  no  money 
to  restore  it.  (The  Diocese  of  North  Carolina  holds  title). 

"  'If  someone  would  like  to  restore  the  house  for  historical 
reasons,  fine.  It's  one  thing  to  have  sentimental  feeling  about 
a  house  and  another  thing  for  someone  to  have  the  sentimental 
feelings  and  the  money  to  go  along  with  it  to  restore  the  house. 
I'm  doubtful  if  there  is  anyone  who  has  that  depth  of  sentiment 
when  the  pocketbook  is  involved.' 

"It  is  Miss  Ola  Brown  who  is  perhaps  the  best  source  of  the 
sentimental  evaluation  of  the  house.  She  moved,  reluctantly,  a 
few  doors  from  the  house  to  an  apartment  on  West  Harrison 
Street  in  the  fall  after  having  lived  in  the  house  on  two 
different  occasions.  When  she  moved,  she  had  lived  in  the 
house  for  over  twenty  years.  'To  me  that  house  is  a  dear  spot 
and  I  love  every  brick  and  will  as  long  as  there  is  one  brick  on 
top  of  another.  The  atmosphere  of  that  house  is  sacred.  There 
have  been  so  many  prayers  said  there  .  .  .  There,  lived  St.  Paul 
Rectors  and  their  families  .  .  .  the  Hardins,  the  Stutzers  .  .  .  the 
Seagles  .  .  .' 

"Miss  Brown  remembers  her  home  there  as  a  child  at  the 
rectory  with  great  joy.  She  lived  there  when  her  father,  the 
late  Simeon  Jeremiah  Brown  was  Deacon-in-charge  for  St. 
Paul's  from  1896  to  1906.  Mr.  Brown  moved  then  to  the  Church 
of  the  Good  Shepherd  in  Cooleemee.  'It  was  a  wonderfully 
sweet  life  there.  My  father  had  a  garden  which  stretched  far 
behind  the  house  to  the  land  now  occupied  by  the  Coburn 
Memorial  Methodist  Church.' 

"Miss  Brown  remembers  the  original  kitchen  and  dining 
room  which  were  torn  away  when  the  Hardins  moved  in. 
There  was  a  great  open  fireplace  with  pot  hooks  for  the 
cooking.  Underneath  there  was  a  big  basement  where  Mr. 
Harrison  was  said  to  have  stored  his  wines.  There  were  also 
two  small  brick  servant  houses  which  have  been  torn  down. 

"They  said  Sam  Harrison  owned  the  whole  block  when  he 
built  the  house  there.  His  land  stetched  straight  through  to 
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Fulton  Street;  and  there  were  apple  orchards  way  up  through 
what  is  now  Chestnut  Hill  Cemetery.  'But,'  said  Miss  Brown, 
we  were  always  as  poor  as  Job's  turkey  and  had  to  lean 
against  the  fence  to  gobble.  But  life  was  full  of  joy  and 
happiness.' 

"Miss  Margaret  Bell  remembers  the  house  fondly.  It  was 
her  grandfather,  Dr.  Francis  J.  Murdoch,  rector  of  St.  Luke's 
Epixcopal  Church,  who  bought  the  Harrison  tract  and  pres- 
ented it  as  a  gift  to  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  North  Carolina. 
Miss  Bell  says  her  grandfather  always  hoped  that  the  house 
would  continue  to  be  a  center  of  learning.  She  says  that  many 
of  the  bricks  in  the  house  have  the  dates  on  which  they  were 
made  scratched  on  them. 

"There  are  four  magnificent  brick  chimneys  which  rise 
from  the  roof  top.  True,  the  original  white  pillars  which  once 
graced  the  front  have  been  replaced  by  steel  pillars,  but  the 
beauty  and  charm  of  the  house  remain.  It  was  Keats  who  said, 
'A  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  forever.'  But  a  beautiful  old  house 
in  this  day  of  modern  progress,  somehow  (and  it  is  sad)  is 
judged  from  standards  too  often  of  pure  functionalism  of  a 
different  time  and  a  different  thinking  than  that  of  John  Keats 
.  .  .  perhaps  Dr.  Murdoch's  wish  could  come  true.  The  house 
could  be  saved  and  be  a  place  for  learning  —  say  an  arts  and 
crafts  center!" 

Unfortunately  this  wish  did  not  come  true,  and  sometime  not 
much  later  than  this,  the  house  was  torn  down. 

If  we  think  the  sixties  were  turbulent  for  St.  Paul's,  we 
should  hold  back  our  judgement  until  we  have  looked  at  the 
seventies.  There  was  much  discussion  early  in  the  seventies 
about  procuring  the  services  of  a  retired  Priest  as  Vicar  —  and 
it  almost  went  through.  At  the  last  minute,  however,  accord- 
ing to  letters  from  the  Senior  Warden  —  the  Bishop  decided  it 
should  not  be  done.  Hence  the  "supply  priest"  arrangement 
went  on.  In  January  of  1975,  a  group  of  concerned  members  of 
the  Parish  having  heard  rumors,  at  least,  of  the  intended 
closing  of  St.  Paul's,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  members  of  the 
Parish:  "Due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  had  further  information 
that  St.  Paul's  is  in  the  plans  for  closing  by  the  new  Missions 
Committee  just  appointed  by  Bishop  Fraser  and  headed  by  the 
Very  Reverend  Robert  Davis,  Archdeacon,  we  have  conferred 
with  Father  Uly  Gooch  as  to  the  possibility  of  having  St.  Paul's 
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FRANCIS  JOHNSTONE  MURDOCH  —  Founder  of  St.  Paul's 
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CHURCH  OF  THE  WEEK  —  NOV.  16,  1985 
The  Vicar  —  Allen  W.  Joslin,  Priest 


FREDERICK  W.  PINKSTON,  JR. 
First  —  and  so  far  only  —  Priest  to 
come  out  of  St.  Paul's 


ROBERT  W.  ESTILL 

IXth  Bishop  of  N.C. 

1980- 
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LAYING  OF  CORNERSTONE  —  JUNE  3, 1956 
From  left:  The  Rev'd.  Thorn  Blair,  Rector  of  St.  Luke's;  The 
Rev'd.  Edwin  Penick,  Bishop  of  North  Carolina;  The  Rev'd. 
Urban  T.  Holmes,  III,  Priest-in-charge,  St.  Paul's 
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become  a  Parochial  Mission  of  St.  Luke's  with  Fr.  Gooch  and 
his  staff  serving  the  Church's  needs.  Fr.  Gooch  is  very 
receptive  to  the  idea,  in  fact,  he  is  enthusiastic.  This  would 
mean  that  St.  Paul's  would  continue  to  be  an  independent 
mission  and  assume  all  of  its  expenses  as  it  is  now  doing.  It 
would  also  mean  that  we  would  have  a  Holy  Eucharist 
celebrated  every  Sunday  as  well  as  having  a  Priest  available 
for  Baptism,  Confirmation,  weddings  and  funerals,  and  also 
for  any  special  services,  Christmas,  etc., etc. 

"We  are  presenting  this  as  a  proposal  and  all  the  details  and 
working  arrangements  would  be  subject  to  review  by  the 
Vestries  of  both  St.  Luke's  and  St.  Paul's,  with  final  action 
coming,  of  course,  from  the  Bishop.  We  feel  that  this  is  a  step 
in  the  right  direction.  We  know  that  our  present  arrangement 
is  not  working  out  as  well  as  we  would  like,  and  with  two 
ordained  Priests  in  the  community  who  have  offered  their 
services,  it  is  inconceivable  to  us  that  anyone  would  be 
inclined  to  refuse  this  offer  without  at  least  exploring  its 
possibilities." 

Fr.  Gooch  met  with  the  Mission  Committee  on  February  16, 
1975  —  and  presented  this  plan  —  in  response:  He  (Fr.  Gooch) 
become  Rector  of  St.  Paul's.  That  our  vicarage  become 
available  to  Fr.  Terry  (Curate  at  St.  Luke's);  there  would  be 
a  Eucharist  every  Sunday  with  the  staff  of  St.  Luke's  avail- 
able. Members  of  St.  Paul's  Mission  Committee  will  work  out 
a  proposed  budget;  we  will  divert  a  percentage  of  our  income 
to  the  Diocese;  make  a  complete  survey  of  Parish  member- 
ship; the  men  of  the  Parish  will  organize  and  meet  with  the 
men  of  St.  Luke's.  We  were  assured  that  this  would  not  mean 
absorption  into  St.  Luke's  Parish  and  congregation.  Fr.  Gooch 
reported  that  the  vestry  of  St.  Luke's  was  enthusiastic  about 
this  program. 

It  was  announced  in  March  of  1975,  that  St.  Paul's  was 
beneficiary  under  the  Estate  of  Al  Hartman  of  $34,193  which  is 
being  held  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Diocese. 

However,  on  April  13,  at  a  special  called  meeting  of  the 
Vestry  (Mission  Committee),  Bob  Ennis,  Senior  Warden, 
announced  that  he  had  received  notice  that  Bishop  Moore, 
(Suffragan)  and  Michael  Schenck,  Treasurer  of  the  Diocese 
would  be  here  at  St.  Paul's  on  April  22,  at  7:30  P.M.  for  a 
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celebration  of  the  Eucharist  and  Parish  Meeting.  And  on  the 
22nd  of  April  the  axe  prepared  to  descend!  St.  Paul's  was  to  be 
closed  on  June  1st.  At  a  Vestry  meeting  on  May  1st,  it  was 
decided  meet  with  Bishop  Fraser  —  and  the  possibility  men- 
tioned that  according  to  Canon  Law  St.  Paul's  could  not  be 
closed  without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee. Fr.  Gooch  was  present  at  this  meeting,  and  at  his 
suggestion,  a  meeting  was  arranged  with  Bishop  Fraser  on 
May  22nd.  On  May  23rd,  there  was  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Mission  Committee  (Vestry)  at  which  Ruth  Beckom,  Jacob 
Kepley  and  Rachel  Corriher  gave  a  report  on  the  conference 
with  the  Bishop.  A  Parish  meeting  was  held  on  May  25th  in  the 
Parish  Hall  and  according  to  the  minutes:  "A  report  was 
given  of  the  meeting  with  the  Bishop.  We  are  going  to  have 
another  chance  with  a  Priest."  The  actual  report  is  much  too 
long  to  report  here,  but  is  included  in  the  minutes  of  the  Vestry 
written  at  the  time.  Suffice  to  say:  Ruth  Beckom  felt  that  the 
congregational  meeting  that  Bishop  Moore  conducted  on  April 
22,  1975,  was  not  conducted  in  the  best  way,  and  this  caused 
some  of  the  problems.  She  felt  that  the  Mission  was  not 
growing  because  of  Lay-Readers  .  .  .  that  we  needed  a  Priest. 
She  asked  the  question  of  Bishop  Fraser:  "Is  it  imperative 
that  St.  Paul's  be  closed?"  Bishop  Fraser  explained  that  it  was 
not  imperative  that  St.  Paul's  be  closed,  and  cited  some  of  the 
problems  with  the  Church  today.  He  also  stated  that  St.  Paul's 
could  be  a  going  mission.  Ruth  Beckom  said  that  it  seemed  to 
her  that  "We  were  sitting  on  a  valuable  piece  of  property  and 
were  not  selling  enough  groceries,  like  the  A&P." 

Bishop  Fraser  said  that  he  did  not  think  that  Father  Terry 
and  Father  Gooch  should  be  involved  with  St.  Paul's.  He  said 
that  St.  Paul's  should  be  an  independent  mission  or  close  and 
go  to  St.  Luke's.  He  also  had  in  mind  a  Priest  for  St.  Paul's. 

We  should  be  most  grateful  to  Bob  Ennis,  Senior  Warden  and 
to  Ruth  Beckom  who  helped  smooth  over  a  bad  time,  along 
with  Rachel  Corriher  and  Jake  Kepley.  It  is  very  possible  that 
this  episode  in  the  life  of  St.  Paul's  resulted  in  much  that  is 
good.  The  Parish  was  spurred  on  to  accomplish  much  in  the 
next  year  or  so. 

The  Reverend  Harold  Payne  came  as  Vicar  on  July  2,  1975 
and  the  re-organization  of  the  Parish  began  ...  a  real  over- 
hauling of  the  whole  Parish  program.  On  February  15,  1976  the 
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City  Building  Inspector  sent  a  letter  to  the  Mission  Committee 
telling  them  that  the  Church  building  was  unsafe  for  public 
use.  Quoting  from  The  Salisbury  Post  of  February  2,  1976:  "If 
it's  not  one  thing  it  is  another  at  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church 
at  930  South  Main  Street.  Last  spring  it  looked  for  a  while  as 
though  the  Mission  would  go  down  the  drain  as  a  result  of  an 
order  from  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina.  Now  it's  in  trouble 
because  city  building  inspector  Ham  Withers  has  ruled  it 
unsafe,  acting  on  a  notification  from  a  local  building  contrac- 
tor, Withers  inspected  the  Church.  He  said  his  inspection 
showed  that  some  roof  beams  are  pulling  away  from  the  wall 
and  that  one  wall  is  bowed.  Withers  posted  a  condemnation 
order  on  the  front  and  back  doors  of  the  Church  yesterday 
afternoon.  He  also  notified  the  Rev.  Harold  Payne,  rector  of 
the  Church.  The  order  requires  the  Church  to  get  an  engineer 
or  architect  to  make  a  survey  of  the  building." 

The  altar  and  the  organ  were  moved  into  the  Parish  Hall  and 
services  were  continued  on  a  regular  basis.  Subsequently  the 
contract  for  renovations  and  repairs  was  let  to  Hugh  Pinkston, 
and  the  work  was  completed  in  July.  An  article  concerning  the 
observance  of  Homecoming  in  August  of  1976  reports:  "The 
Church  has  an  attractive  sanctuary  (Nave)  with  a  cathedral 
ceiling  of  exposed  beams  and  has  been  made  more  beautiful  by 
the  Episcopal  Young  Churchmen  (of  the  Parish)  with  the 
addition  of  banners  made  to  hang  from  the  tie-rods  which  were 
essential  to  the  restoration  of  the  building."  It  should  be  noted 
here  that  in  May  of  1975,  at  the  resignation  of  Bob  Ennis  as 
Senior  Warden,  Ruth  Beckom  became  the  first  woman  to  be 
Senior  Warden.  We  assign  much  of  the  credit  to  Bob  Ennis  for 
helping  to  "save"  St.  Paul's  from  demolition! 

Father  Payne  resigned  as  Vicar  on  June  1,  1976  .  .  .  and 
according  to  the  Archdeacon,  'If  St.  Paul's  gets  a  Priest-in- 
charge,  it  will  be  on  its  own!'  The  Reverend  W.  Parker  Marks 
from  Concord,  along  with  The  Reverend  David  Hopkins  be- 
came supply  Priests  for  St.  Paul's. 

A  letter  from  the  Mission  Committe  went  out  to  the  Parish 
on  the  7th  of  June,  1980  with  the  announcement  of  the  coming 
of  a  'new'  resident  Vicar,  the  Reverend  Allen  Webster  Joslin 
and  his  beloved  wife,  Evelyn  —  whom  the  letter  said  'will 
arrive  in  Salisbury  around  the  first  of  June  .  .  .'In  part  the 


—17— 


letter  read:  'We  have  fought  long  and  hard  to  make  St.  Paul's 
a  viable  Church  with  a  promising  future,  while  it  has  been  a 
struggle  just  to  remain  open. 

(A  mild  assumption).  With  all  the  trials  that  have  beset  us, 
we  have  managed,  with  God's  help,  to  overcome  all  obstacles 
and  are  now  in  the  most  promising  circumstances  that  we 
have  known  for  a  long  time.  This  has  not  happened  overnight 
but  is  the  result  of  a  long  and  determined  effort  by  the  entire 
congregation  to  keep  St.  Paul's  alive!  We  simply  refused  to  let 
this  Church  die!' 

Father  Joslin  retired  from  Christ  Church,  Swansea,  in  the 
Diocese  of  Massachusetts  on  June  1st,  1980  and  came  directly 
to  Salisbury  —  with  a  week-end  stop-over  in  Washington,  D.C. 

On  the  Feast  of  Ss.  Peter  and  Paul,  June  30th,  he  was 
instituted  as  Priest-in-charge  (Vicar)  by  Bishop  Estill  and 
many  area  clergy,  and  immediately  a  truly  loving  ministry 
began  with  a  mutual  feeling  of  love  and  respect  between  Vicar 
and  Parish  Family.  Now  in  our  seventh  year  together,  we  can 
look  back  with  some  retrospect  that  is  good. 

In  January  of  1981,  the  Mission  Committee  at  its  regular 
monthy  meeting  created  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  Mem- 
orial Fund.  This  Fund  consists  of  monies  given  as  memorials, 
acknowledged  to  both  the  donor  and  the  family  of  the  person 
(or  persons)  being  remembered.  The  members  of  the  Mission 
Committee  (Vestry)  and  the  Vicar  shall  be  trustees  of  the 
Fund.  The  names  of  those  remembered  are  properly  inscribed 
in  a  'Book  of  Remembrance.' 

At  the  Annual  Parish  Meeting  in  January,  1981  a  new 
Constitution  and  By-laws  was  adopted  fixing  the  Mission 
Committee  (Vestry)  at  six  persons,  elected  in  rotation  —  two 
each  year  for  a  three-year  term.  The  Senior  and  Junior 
Wardens  are  appointed  by  the  Vicar  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Mission  Committee.  The  Treasurer  of  the 
Parish  is  elected  for  a  term  of  one  year,  and  is  automatically 
a  member  of  the  Mission  Committee  (Vestry).  The  President 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  Women  of  the  Parish  is  a  member  of 
the  Mission  Committee  (Vestry)  with  voice  but  no  vote. 

Also  in  1981,  a  very  beautiful  cope  made  by  Dora  Swanson 
was  'recovered'  from  a  closet  at  St.  Luke's  where  it  had 
apparently  hung  for  some  ten  years  or  so. 
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A  Cloister  Garden  was  dedicated  on  Rogation  Sunday,  May 
1981,  to  the  memory  of  Ola  Louderry  Aurelia  Brown  beloved 
communicant  of  St.  Paul's  who  died  in  1968. 

There  have  been  many  memorials  over  the  past  six  years  or 
so  and  I  shall  try  to  record  them  here.  In  1981,  two  new  altar 
frontals,  green  and  white,  were  given  by  J.  Edward  and  Judy 
Fleming.  The  symbols  representing  the  Four  Gospels  were 
beautifully  painted  in  the  arches  over  the  four  windows  in  the 
Parish  Hall  by  Darlene  Goodman. 

In  February,  1982,  a  silver  baptismal  Shell  was  given  in 
memory  of  Laura  Edith  McKenzie  and  small  brass  altar  vases 
in  memory  of  Fannie  Lee  File.  Dora  Swanson's  painting  of 
'Hands  Administering'  was  given  by  the  artist  and  hung  in  the 
sacristry.  The  new  reredos  designed  by  Douglas  Ten- 
nent, Architect,  and  built  by  Eugene  Goodson,  builder,  was 
given  in  memory  of  his  mother,  Annie  Ozie  Fleming,  by  J. 
Edward  Fleming.  In  1983,  J.  Edward  Fleming,  in  his  own 
workshop,  made  the  matching  panelling  in  the  nave,  which 
was  given  in  memory  of  David  J.  Fleming  and  Anthony 
Vecchitto.  Also,  in  April  1983,  a  lovely  silver  ciborium  was 
given  in  memory  of  Louis  Heyl  Clement,  whose  wife,  Mary, 
has  long  been  a  devoted  friend  of  St.  Paul's,  and  in  July  of  1983, 
an  American  flag  and  an  Episcopal  Church  flag  were  given 
and  blessed  in  honour  of  Dr.  Frank  and  Martha  Marsh. 

In  1983,  Stations  of  the  Cross,  designed  by  Larry  Tossing, 
Rector  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  New  Smyrna  Beach,  Florida, 
were  given  in  memory  of  Urban  Tigner  Holmes,  111,  Priest, 
Priest-in-charge  of  St.  Paul's  1954-1956.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  Father  Holmes  was  Dean  of  St.  Luke's  Theological 
School  at  the  University  of  The  South,  Sewanee,  and  a  very 
highly  respected  scholar  and  theologian. 

In  Eastertide,  1984,  a  lovely  altar  rail  in  matching  oak,  was 
made  and  given  by  J.  Edward  Fleming  in  memory  of  Annie 
Fleming  Grubb,  his  sister,  and  of  Margaret  Vecchitto,  Judy's 
sister.  Also,  Ed  made  a  large  oak  cross  to  hang  over  the  Font. 

A  brass  Paschal  Candle  stand  was  given  anonymously  in 
memory  of  Larry  Wayne  Hayes,  1947-1979;  and  in  December  of 
the  same  year  (1984)  a  lovely  permanent  Advent  Wreathe 
matching  the  Paschal  Candle  Stand  was  given  in  memory  of 
Warren  Calvin  Kesler,  by  his  wife,  Mary. 
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In  Eastertide,  1985,  a  beautiful  Welsh  Slate  on  which  is  a 
painting  of  St.  Paul  was  brought  here  by  Dorothy  and  Dafydd 
Thomas  who  were  visiting  from  Pembrokeshire  in  Wales  .  .  . 
the  Vicarage  family.  The  pulpit  was  restored  and  covered  with 
oak  to  match  the  panelling  (By  J.  Edward  Fleming);  a  new 
lectern  built  to  match;  and  on  Rogation  Sunday,  a  'new' 
cloister  garden  was  dedicated;  and  later  a  fountain  was  added, 
the  gift  of  Doris  and  Homer  Lucas  and  J.  Edward  and  Judy 
Fleming.  It  was  in  this  garden,  on  January  3,  1987  that  the 
ashes  of  Ruth  Kesler  Beckom  were  interred  after  the 
Eucharist  in  the  Church,  celebrated  by  the  Vicar  and  the 
Reverend  Frederick  W.  Pinkston,  Jr.,  as  concelebrant. 

A  new  closet  was  added  to  the  Sacristry  for  vestments  —  and 
the  old  window  closed  in  and  a  cabinet  placed  there;  also  choir 
stalls  were  made  from  the  cut-down  pews  that  were  left  in  the 
Parish  Hall.  These  —  and  much  of  the  added  wood-work,  were 
finished  by  Fred  Pinkston,  Sr.  The  Prayer  Desk  in  front  of  the 
Bishop's  chair,  incidently,  was  brought  from  Massachusetts 
by  Father  Joslin,  is  a  very  old  prie-dieu  from  the  monastery  of 
St.  John,  Evangelist  —  given  to  Father  Joslin  some  years  ago 
by  a  very  dear  old  priest-friend. 

In  1986,  the  Choir  Stalls  were  enclosed  in  fine  panelling,  and 
the  organ  Screen  of  oak  —  all  matching  —  the  work  of  J. 
Edward  Fleming. 

On  the  last  Sunday  in  June  of  1986,  one  of  our  finest 
memorials  was  blessed  by  the  Vicar  —  the  figure  of  the  Risen 
Christ,  hand-carved  of  Linden  wood  in  Italy.  It  was  purchased 
from  the  Memorial  Fund.  'How  beautiful  He  stands  as  Risen 
and  Ascended  above  the  Alter,  the  bare  cross  below  Him,  and 
in  His  Blessed  Sacrament  reserved  in  the  Tabernacle,  as  He 
seems  to  beckon  and  welcome  all  who  worship  before  Him.' 
These  words  were  taken  from  the  bulletin  at  the  time  of 
dedication.  This  was  the  actual  dedication:  'We  accept  this 
offering  in  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  and  do  dedicate 
this  Figure  of  The  Risen  Christ  to  the  Glory  of  God  —  and  to 
all  those  souls  now  departed  who  have  contributed  in  any  way 
to  maintain  the  life  and  loving  work  of  St.  Paul's  ,  and  to  those 
who  are  now  committed  to  continuing  their  work,  and  to  those 
who  will  follow  in  His  service  here ;  We  do  hereby  set  apart 
this  memorial  as  a  visible  affirmation  of  our  faith  that  as 
Christ  our  Blessed  Lord  did  rise  again  from  the  grave,  so 
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surely  we  shall  be  resurrected  from  the  dead  to  enter  the  Life 
Everlasting  —  with  Him  in  Glory.' 

Since  I  am  writing  this  Historical  Sketch  it  is  very  difficult 
to  be  objective  enough  to  assess  the  last  seven  years  of  our  life 
at  St.  Paul's.  Perhaps,  only  looking  back  over  this  time,  can  a 
true  appraisal  be  made.  I  know  so  much  more  about  the  Parish 
after  reading  and  researching  material  over  the  past  six- 
months  and  I  can  only  write  that  my  earliest  impressions  have 
been  verified  —  a  warm,  friendly  and  loving  Parish  family  is 
here  —  the  like  of  which  is  hard  to  find.  I  believe  I  can  say  with 
conviction  that  we  have  grown  spiritually  together  —  if  not  in 
large  membership.  As  a  Parish  Family  we  are  showing  a 
great  love  and  concern  for  each  other  —  and  our  outreach  has 
certainly  been  broadened.  We  have  a  chapter  of  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meeting  twice  a  week  in  the  Parish  Hall,  and  an 
Al-Anon  group  and  Al-Ateen  group  meeting  once  a  week  in 
our  Educational  Building.  We  have  actively  supported  Thomp- 
son Home  for  Children  —  and  have  participated  in  the  'Save 
The  Children'  program,  the  Rowan  County  Helping  Ministries, 
Meals-on-wheels,  and  many  other  community  'good  works.' 

There  is  a  very  real  commitment  here  to  this  small  con- 
gregation as  a  valuable  place  where  God  does  dwell  and 
through  which  He  works  His  purpose  out.  As  someone  has 
said,  'After  all  God  must  love  small  congregations,  He  made 
so  many  of  them!'  There  is  a  very  real  sense  of  ownership 
among  the  members  of  this  Parish  Family.  They  know  that 
they  are  needed  and  everyone  must  bear  a  share  of  the 
responsibilities  if  the  congregation  is  to  function.  We  have  so 
many  in  St.  Paul's  who  are  more  than  willing  to  give  to  its 
work  and  ministry.  I  cannot  name  them  all  —  and  there  is  no 
need  really,  for  we  know  all  of  them  and  that  their  names  will 
long  be  a  part  of  all  our  life  and  history.  Over  these  past  few 
years  we  have  kept  many  of  the  'old'  traditions  and  developed 
a  few  new  ones.  Our  annual  Parish  Fair  on  the  last  Saturday  in 
September  has  proved  a  tremendous  boon  to  the  Parish,  the 
fun  and  fellowship  far  outweighing  the  financial  gain.  It  is 
truly  a  Parish  family  having  fun  together  (each  Fair  has  a 
theme,  and  we  all  dress  accordingly  in  fine  costume!)  —  we  are 
not  a  Sale  or  Bazaar  —  but  a  Fair  which  is  for  Fun. 

No  history  of  St.  Paul's  would  be  complete  without  including 
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the  account  of  the  first  young  man  (and  to  my  knowledge  the 
only  young  man)  to  enter  the  Priesthood  from  this  Parish.  The 
Reverend  Frederick  William  Pinkston,  Jr.,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Salisbury,  baptized  and  confirmed  at  St.  Paul's; 
graduated  Salisbury  (then  Boyden)  High  School  in  1960  and 
North  Carolina  State  in  1965.  While  he  was  in  the  Navy  in 
Norfolk,  Fred  married  the  former  Carolyn  Plecker.  They  have 
three  sons,  Fred,  III,  Joshua,  and  Aaron.  When  Aaron  was 
three  months  old,  Fred  entered  Trinity  Episcopal  School  for 
the  Ministry,  graduating  in  1981  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine.  He 
became  the  first  Rector  of  Christ  The  Redeemer,  Montgom- 
ery, Alabama.  After  four  years  there,  he  returned  to  North 
Carolina  to  former  business  employment  as  a  bi-vocational 
Priest  and  is  now  serving  The  Chapel  of  Hope,  Charlotte,  a 
small  inner-city  Mission,  as  Vicar.  He  and  his  family  now  live 
in  Charlotte. 

From  the  viewpoint  of  Eternity,  or  even  from  a  viewpoint 
one  takes  from  the  beginning  of  recorded  history,  one  hundred 
years  is  hardly  a  dot  on  the  horizon.  Yet  in  the  lifetime  and 
records  of  human  events,  it  marks  a  rather  long  space  of  time. 
The  past  half  of  those  one  hundred  years  have  probably  been  a 
period  of  the  greatest  change  since  the  organization  of  this 
Parish  in  1887. 

We  have  entered  an  era  of  atomic  energy  and  hydrogen 
bombs;  of  faster  and  faster  earth  communication  and  travel; 
of  space  exploration  and  moon-walks;  of  social  and 
philosophical  revolution  marked  with  'violence,  discord  and 
confusion;'  generation  gaps  and  desegregation;  of  minority 
groups  struggling  for  recognition  and  the  dismal  conjecture 
that  God  may  be  dead  and  the  world  about  to  be  blown  out  of 
existence. 

Yet  the  cry  rings  out  across  the  earth  —  and  beyond  —  as 
true  and  firm  as  ever:  'Be  not  dismayed,  I  have  overcome  the 
world.'  And  the  Church  of  God  has  prevailed  even  against  the 
gates  of  Hell,  and  we  know  that  God  is  very  much  alive  now 
and  forever  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  love  and  obey  Him. 

So  we  observe  this  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Found- 
ing of  St.  Paul's  Parish  with  sure  and  certain  hope  that  we 
shall  give  to  those  who  follow  us  in  years  ahead  the  same 
assurance,  strength  and  courage  extended  to  us,  remembering 
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those  who  have  gone  on  to  the  Greater  Life,  firm  in  their  faith, 
strong  in  their  hope  and  conviction  that  this  little  flock  —  this 
tiny  colony  of  the  coming  Kingdom  —  will  long  manifest  itself 
and  continue  to  contribute  to  the  life  and  growth  of  Christian 
living  in  this  community,  Diocese  and  nation. 

May  God's  richest  blessings  abound  amongst  us  as  we  enter 
into  another  year  —  indeed,  another  century  —  together,  and 
may  He  make  us  all  more  conscious  of  His  Grace  and 
Strength,  more  open  to  His  guidance  and  more  profitable 
servants  of  His  as  citizens  of  His  Kingdom. 


A.W.J. 


Salisbury,  North  Carolina 
6  May,  1987 
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The  following  clergy  have  served  at  St.  Paul's: 

The  Rev'd.  Francis  J.  Murdoch  1887  -  1896 

The  Rev'd.  Robert  Bruce  Owens  1896 

The  Rev'd.  Simeon  J.  M.  Brown,  Deacon  1896  -  1906 

The  Rev'd.  Licke  W.  Blackwelder  1906  -  1910 

The  Rev'd.  Walter  A.  Loflin  1911  -  1913 

The  Rev'd.  Theodore  Andrews  1913  -  1918 

The  Rev'd.  William  H.  Hardin  1918  -  1921 

The  Rev'd.  Thomas  L.  Trott  1921  -  1923 

The  Rev'd.  K.  L.  Houlder  1923  -  1924 

The  Rev'd.  John  C.  Seagle  1925  -  1930 

The  Rev'd.  William  H.  Hardin  1931  -  1934 

The  Rev'd.  Daniel  W.  Allen  1935  -  1941 

The  Rev'd.  Gerhart  C.  Stutzer  1941  -  1945 

The  Rev'd.  John  Paul  Carter  1947  -  1951 

The  Rev'd.  Alexander  Fraser  1951  -  1953 

The  Rev'd.  R.  Martin  Caldwell  1953  -  1954 

The  Rev'd.  Urban  T.  Holmes,  III  1954  -  1956 

The  Rev'd.  Ward  C.  Courtney  1956  -  1957 

The  Rev'd.  H.  Hunt  Comer  1958  -  1962 

The  Rev'd.  Daniel  W.  McCaskill  1963  -  1965 

The  Rev'd.  Thomas  J.  Garner  1965  -  1969 

The  Rev'd.  Jackson  A.  Martin  1969  -  1972 

The  Rev'd.  Harold  W.  Payne  1975  -  1976 

The  Rev'd.  W.  Parker  Marks  1976  -  1980 

The  Rev'd.  Allen  Webster  Joslin                      .  1980  - 


The  Present  Mission  Committee  (Vestry) 
Jacob  C.  Kepley,  Senior  Warden 
Marvin  R.  Yost,  Junior  Warden 
Rita  B.  Smith,  Clerk 
M.  Loretta  Ennis,  Treasurer 
Homer  F.  Lucas,  Sr. 
Thomas  E.  Tucker 
Ralph  M.  Winecoff 
Rachel  L.  Corriher,  ECW,  President 
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